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 The True Meaning of Thanksgiving.  Thanksgiving is truly a 

special day. It was first celebrated in 1621 when the Pilgrims 

and the Wampanoag Indians shared a fall harvest. In 1863 

President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed a national day of 

Thanksgiving to be held each year in November. 

 

It is hard to comprehend that this year is almost over and the 

holidays will soon be  upon us. We must still find time to tend 

to our Desk and Derrick duties.  We have had some very inter-

esting industry speakers throughout the year.   November’s 

speaker will be the mayor pro temp of Gretna who will 

fill us in with all the interesting and educational events going 

on in the city of Gretna.   

 

I am looking ahead to December, when we hold our Annual 

Christmas Brunch; don’t forget to sign up with Alice Gros 

(registration form in this issue of bulletin) and plan to partici-

pate in the always-fun gift exchange. 

 

Carol Schiavone, 2018 Region III Director, will be installing 

the 2018 Officers and Board of Directors at our December 

General Membership Meeting. Our newly elected Officers 

and Board of Directors are anxious to get to work next year. 

 

We recently received our membership renewal forms for next 

year; please make sure you renew your application.  Desk and 

Derrick needs you, don’t forget about all the benefits that are 

offered to you.                               
 

Thanksgiving Blessings, 

 

 SUSAN                                                                          
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President: Susan Miller  

Vice President: Angie Duplessis  

Secretary: Gabriella Hunter  

Treasurer: Jo Ann Brown  

Immediate Past President: Gaylen Guillory  

Director: Theresa Adams  

Director: Bonnie Wall 

Parliamentarian: Alice Gros 
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2 0 1 7  C O M M I T T E E  C H A I R M E N   

Aimee: Dottie Ancona 

Bulletin: Judi Adams 

Bylaws: Gabriella Hunter 

Election: TBA 

Field Trip: Gabriella Hunter 

Finance: Dottie Ancona  
 

General Arrangements: Elaine Lesnak 

Membership/Orientation: Jo Ann Brown  

Nominating: Judy Guillot 

Program/IAN: Angie Duplessis/Theresa Adams 

  Scholarship: Gaylen Guillory 

Social: Alice Gros  

 Community Relations: Angie Duplessis 
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October 

 Meeting 50/50 

Winner 

Cheryl LeBoeuf 



Board Meetings 

January 18 

February 15 

March 15 

April 12 

May 17 

June—No Meeting 

July 19 

August 16 

September 13 

October 18 

November 8 

November 29 
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Membership Meetings 

January 25 

February 22 

March 22 

April 19 

May 24 

June – No Meeting 

July 26 

August 23 

September 27 

October 25 

November 15 

December 12 

November  

November Birthdays:  

November 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Birth Stone: 

Topaz 1 2 3 4 Flower: 

Chrysanthemum  

5  
DST Ends  

6 7 8  
Board 

9 10 11 

Veterans’ Day  

12 13 14 15  
Member 

16 17 18  
Vote  

19 20 21 22 23  24 25 

26 27 28 29  
Board 

30   

Elaine Lesnak 1st 

Denise Bourg 16th 

Kori Allemand 24th 
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Month June July August October October November December January 

Date 

N
o
 M

e
e
tin

g
 

07/26/17 08/23/17 09/27/17 10/26/17 11/16/17 12/14/17 01/24/18 

Speaker 

Chris Leopold, 
House of   

Representa-
tives           

District 105 

Charles 

Miller 

Jo Ann 

Brown  

Kathy 

Denley 

Wayne 

Rau 

2018       
Region III 
Director 

Elect 

Billy 
Nungesser, 

Lt. Governor 

Topic 
Scholarship/

IAN  

Using the 
OCS BBS 
Financial 

Assur-
ance Mod-

ule 

Orienta-

tion 

Valero - 
Then 

and Now 

Gretna 
Historical 

Society 
Installation 

What's   
Happening 

in Louisiana 

Invoca-

tion 

Theresa      

Adams 
  

Angie    

Duplessis 

Theresa 

Adams 

 Susan 

Miller 

 Theresa 

Adams 
  

Intro-

duction 

Theresa      

Adams 
  

Angie    

Duplessis 

Theresa  

Adams 

Susan 

Miller  

Theresa Ad-

ams  
  

Decora-

tions 
Cheryl & Cora 

Debbie & 

Linda 

Angie    

Duplessis 

Judi   

Adams 

 Judy & 

Sylvia 
Alice Gros   

Speakers and Volunteer Assignments for Program Committee 

November Quotes 

"When I look into your eyes I can see a love restrained 
But darlin' when I hold you don't you know I feel the same 
'Cause nothin' lasts forever and we both know hearts can change 
And it's hard to hold a candle 1n the cold November rain." 
- Guns N' Roses, November Rain 

"November comes and November goes,  
With the last red berries and the first white snows. 

With night coming early and dawn coming late,  
And ice in the bucket and frost by the gate. 

The fires burn and the kettles sing,  
And earth sinks to rest until next spring." 

- Elizabeth Coatsworth 
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The Westbank Club Bylaws were changed with the following amendments, ef-

fective January 1, 2018: 

Article IX – Meeting Section 1 and Section 2  

Section 1 Changed to read: The Board of Directors shall meet 11 months each 

year, held the week preceding the  regular monthly general membership meet-
ing each month, unless otherwise changed  by two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Board 
of Directors. Each year the Board of Directors will  vote  which month there will 
be no Board of Directors Meeting.  

Section 2 Changed to read: The regular monthly meeting of the Club, except 
one month each year as voted on by the incumbent Board, shall be held on the 
fourth (4th) Wednesday of each month, unless changed by two-thirds (2/3) vote 
of the Board of Directors. Membership must be duly notified.  

Revised copies of the club’s Bylaws will be e-mailed to members and posted on 

the club’s website (www.westbankdandd.org).  

October Meeting Guest Speaker and Member, 

Kathy Denley, and Vice President Angie Duplessis 
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W H A T ’ S  H A P P E N I N G  I N  R E G I O N  I I I   

Several Baton Rouge D&D club members recently 

volunteered their time to help at the Greater Baton 

Rouge Food Bank. Also volunteering the same day 

were members of the U.S. Coast Guard. Participating 

from the  club were Maxine Tiger Lawson, Beth 

Terito Cannon, Judy Terito Buckley, Cindy Ailett 

Wilson,Dee Wells Fellows, Rusty McQueen, 

and Darlene Dodson.  

Members of the Lafayette Club spotted at LAG-

COE. 
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ADDC Convention  

S A N  A N T O N I O  T E X A S  
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UP CO MI N G AD DC  C O N VEN TI ON S  

6 7 T H  A N N U A L A D D C  C O N V E N T I O N  
S E P T E M B E R  1 8  –  2 3 ,  2 0 1 8  
E VA N S V I L L E ,  I N D I A N A  
D O U B L E T R E E  B Y  H I LT O N  E VA N S V I L L E  
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6 8 T H  A N N U A L  A D D C  
C O N V E N T I O N  
S E P T E M B E R  1 8  –  2 1 ,  
2 0 1 9  
K A N S A S  C I T Y ,  M I S -
S O U R I  
M A R R I O T T  K A N S A S  
C I T Y  C O U N T R Y  C L U B  

6 9 T H  A N N U A L  A D D C  C O N V E N T I O N  
S E P T E M B E R  1 6  –  2 0 ,  2 0 2 0  
P I T T S B U R G H ,  P E N N S Y L V A N I A  
S H E R A T O N  P I T T S B U R G H  H O T E L  –  

S T A T I O N  S Q U A R E  
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An oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico in October 2017 may be the largest in the U.S. since 

the 2010 blowout at BP Plc’s Macondo well that sank the Deepwater Horizon rig and 

killed 11 people. 

The Delta House floating production facility about 40 miles (64 kilometers) southeast 

of Venice, Louisiana, released 7,950 to 9,350 barrels of oil, according to closely held 

operator LLOG Exploration Co. That would make it the largest spill in more than 

seven years, data from the U.S. Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement 

show, even though it’s a fraction of the millions of barrels ejected in the 2010 incident. 

“Way offshore, the oil had time to dissipate before it could cause lots of damage,” Ed-

ward Overton, emeritus professor of the Department of Environmental Sciences at 

Louisiana State University, said by telephone. “I’m sure there’s some impact associ-

ated with this spill out in the deep water, but I don’t think there was enough for the oil 

to sink.” 

The LLOG spill was triggered by a fracture in a flowline jumper, Rick Fowler, the com-

pany’s vice president for deepwater projects, said in an email. That’s a short pipeline 

used to connect nearby subsea structures. Multiple barriers placed on either side of 

the fracture stopped the release, but the flowline jumper hasn’t yet been repaired, 

Fowler said. 

Oil production from Delta House dropped to around 57,000 barrels of oil equivalent a 

day from more than 90,000 before the spill, he said. The subsea system affected by 

the fracture was shut in, though nearby connected systems weren’t. The fracture was-

n’t caused by Hurricane Nate and there were no associated injuries, he said. 

BSEE, the federal agency which regulates offshore energy and mineral extraction, 

started a five-member panel investigation into the cause of the spill, according to an 

online statement. The members, including inspectors, engineers and accident investi-

gators, will issue their findings and make recommendations. 

“This panel investigation is a critical step in ensuring BSEE determines the cause, or 

causes, of the incident and develops recommendations to prevent similar events from 

occurring in the future,” Lars Herbst, BSEE’s Gulf of Mexico region director, said in the 

statement. 

 

G U L F  O F  ME XI C O  O I L S P I L L MAY B E  L A R G E S T S I N C E  
B P  D I S A S T E R  
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The Delta House platform, floating in 4,500 feet of water, came online in April 2015 

with peak capacity of 100,000 barrels a day of oil and 240 million cubic feet a day of 

national gas. Its oil output enters the Heavy Louisiana Sweet crude pool. HLS’s pre-

mium to benchmark West Texas Intermediate crude widened 15 cents to $5.55 a bar-

rel, according to Bloomberg data compiled at noon New York time. It has strengthened 

45 cents recently. 

The 2010 blowout and explosion at the Deepwater Horizon ultradeep-sea drilling rig 

off the coast of Louisiana left 11 workers dead and set off the worst offshore oil spill in 

U.S. history. BSEE, an agency of the Interior Department, was established in the 

wake of the incident as part of reforms designed to separate federal regulatory re-

sponsibilities from lease sales and revenue generation. 

“Deepwater Horizon was a wakeup call to the industry, because of the magnitude of 

the cost to BP,” Overton said. “That sends a strong message -- don’t do this.” 

 

Source: Bloomberg News 
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Joules of wisdom (source: energy.gov) 

Top 10 Things You Didn’t Know About Off-

shore Wind Energy 

1. Offshore Wind Resources Are Abundant: Offshore wind has the potential to de-
liver large amounts of clean, renewable energy to fulfill the electrical needs of cities 
along U.S. coastlines. The Energy Department estimates offshore wind could produce 
more than the combined generating capacity of all U.S. electric power plants if all of 
the resources in state and federal waters were developed. 
 
2. Offshore Wind Turbines Can Be Extremely Tall: In order to capture the abundant 
wind resources available offshore, offshore turbines can be scaled up to reach the 
height of the Space Needle, or almost twice as tall as the Statue of Liberty—about 
550 feet. 
 
3. Offshore Wind Components Are Easier to Transport: Offshore wind turbine 
components are transported by ships and barges, reducing logistical challenges that 
land-based wind components sometimes encounter, such as narrow roadways or tun-
nels. These components enable offshore wind developers to build larger turbines ca-
pable of producing more electricity. 
 
4. The U.S. Offshore Wind Industry is Ready for Takeoff: The Energy Department 
works to accelerate deployment of offshore wind technologies through a series 
of projects that reduce market barriers such as environmental impacts, logistical chal-
lenges, siting and permitting, and infrastructure development. The Energy Department 
also works with both the public and private sector to support research and technology 
innovations that advance the nation’s emerging offshore wind industry. Finally, the En-
ergy Department is also working to demonstrate advanced technologies. 
 
5. Offshore Wind Farms Use Undersea Cables to Transmit Electricity to the 
Grid: Electricity produced by offshore wind turbines travels back to land through a se-
ries of cable systems that are buried in the sea floor. This electricity is channeled 
through coastal load centers that prioritize where the electricity should go and distrib-
utes it into the electrical grid to power our homes, schools and businesses.   
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6. The Majority of U.S. Offshore Wind Resources Are in Deep Waters: The bulk of 
the nation’s offshore wind resources, about 60 percent, are in areas where the water 
is so deep that conventional foundations -- large steel piles or lattice structures fixed 
to the seabed -- are not practical. U.S. offshore wind projects are developing a variety 
of different foundations suited to unique conditions at each site.  

7. Offshore Wind Turbines Can Float: Several companies are developing innovative 
floating offshore wind platforms for use in deep waters. Three kinds of floating plat-

forms are spar-buoy, tension leg platform, and semi-submersible. 

8. Offshore Wind is Right on Time: Offshore winds are typically stronger during the 
day, allowing for a more stable and efficient production of energy when consumer de-
mand is at its peak. Most land-based wind resources are stronger at night, when elec-
tricity demands are lower. 

9. Offshore Wind Resources are Near Most Americans: Nearly 80 percent of the 
nation’s electricity demand occurs in the coastal and Great Lakes states -- where 
most Americans live. Offshore wind resources are conveniently located near these 
coastal populations. Wind turbines off coastlines use shorter transmission lines to 

connect to the power grid than many common sources of electricity. 

10. Offshore Wind is Here in America: In December 2016, Deepwater Wind com-
pleted the commissioning of the Block Island Wind Farm, marking a milestone as the 
nation’s first commercial offshore wind project. The 30-megawatt (MW) project com-
prises five 6-MW GE wind turbines installed in state waters off the coast of Block Is-
land. The project included laying a power cable connecting the grid on Block Island, 
which only uses a small fraction of the power generated, to the mainland grid. As of 
2017, there are over 20 additional offshore wind projects in various stages of develop-
ment throughout the United States. 



Desk and Derrick Club of the 

Westbank 

P.O. Box 2875 

 Gretna, LA 70054-2875  

ADDC Mission 

Our mission is to enhance and foster a positive image to the global community by 

promoting the contribution of the petroleum, energy, and allied industries through 

education by using all resources available.  

GREATER KNOWLEDGE—GREATER SERVICE 

Visit us on the WEB. 

www.westbankdandd.org 

www.addc.org 

Westbank Oil Patch is published by the Desk and Derrick Club of the Westbank to 
provide information to its members regarding the ADDC (at all levels—Association, 
Region, and Club) and energy and allied industries . 
 
Byline and credited articles represent the views of the authors and editor. Publication 
neither implies approval of the opinions nor accuracy of facts stated.  
 
Editor: Judi Adams (dandd.judi@gmail.com) 

2018 Region III Meeting 
New Orleans, LA  
April 5 – 8, 2018 
 
2018 ADDC Convention 
Evansville, IN 
September 18 - 23, 2018 
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