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August is here already, so the kids are heading back to school 

and our families are wrapping up summer vacations.   

The Westbank Club’s July Industry Appreciation Night/ 

Scholarship Meeting was a very educational and rewarding 

meeting.  We had a very informative speaker and awarded 

scholarships to five deserving recipients in various fields of 

study. 

San Antonio Convention is just around the corner; several 

Westbank members are planning to attend. The San Antonio 

Club members have worked hard to offer a very educational 

conference. I am definitely looking forward to attending and 

seeing my Desk and Derrick friends from other regions. 

It is not too early to start thinking about running for an office 

next year; serving on the Board is a very satisfying and educa-

tional experience.  All members are invited to the Board Meet-

ing. Plan to attend one month and see your Westbank Board 

in action and learn more about the way things work at the 

club, region, and Association levels.  

Our August Meeting speaker will be Westbank Club member 

Charles Miller.  He will be talking about the Outer Continen-

tal Shelf Bulletin Board System regarding OCS Energy Data; 

it should be very interesting.  Plan to attend and learn some-

thing about this valuable resource and support your fellow 

member. 

I hope everyone enjoys the rest of the summer and hope to see 

everyone at the August 23rd Meeting. 

Susan   
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 Community Relations: Angie Duplessis 
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Board Meetings 

January 18 

February 15 

March 15 

April 12 

May 17 

June—No Meeting 

July 19 

August 16 

September 13 

October 18 

November 8 
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Membership Meetings 

January 25 

February 22 

March 22 

April 19 

May 24 

June – No Meeting 

July 26 

August 23 

September 27 

October 25 

November 15 

August 2017  

August Birthdays:  

Cheryl LeBoeuf 2nd 

Gaylen Guillory 11th 

Judi Adams 28th 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Birthstone 

is Peridot 

Flower is 

Gladiolus 

1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 Board 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 Member 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

August 2017 
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Month June July August September October November December January 

Date 

N
o
 M

e
e
tin

g
 

07/26/17 08/23/17 09/27/17 10/26/17 11/16/17 12/14/17 01/24/18 

Speaker 

Chris Leopold, 
House of   

Representa-
tives           

District 105 

Charles 

Miller 

Jo Ann 

Brown  

Kathy 

Denley 

Wayne 

Rau 

2018       
Region III 
Director 

Elect 

Billy 
Nungesser, 

Lt. Governor 

Topic 
Scholarship/

IAN  

Using the 
OCS BBS 
Financial 

Assur-
ance 

Module 

Orientation 

Valero - 
Then 

and Now 

Gretna 
Historical 

Society 
Installation 

What's   
Happening 

in Louisiana 

Invoca-

tion 

Theresa      

Adams 
  

Angie    

Duplessis 

Judi   

Adams 
      

Intro-

duction 

Theresa      

Adams 
  

Angie    

Duplessis 

Judi   

Adams 
      

Decora-

tions 
Cheryl & Cora 

Debbie & 

Linda 

Angie    

Duplessis 

Judi   

Adams 
  Alice Gros   

Speakers and Volunteer Assignments for Program Committee 

Facts about August  

1. August 4-5 is Louisiana Tax-Free Weekend. This sales tax exemption applies to the first $2500 of the sales 

price or cost price of any consumer purchase of an eligible item.  

2. August 10 is first day of school for Jefferson Parish Grades 1-12. 

3. It is the last of the summer months.  

4. August in the Northern Hemisphere is similar to February in the Southern Hemisphere.  

5. Augustus renamed the month of Sextilis because many of his greatest triumphs occurred during this month.  

6. August is a month of summer vacation and holiday for many children around the world.  

7. Many cultures call this month the harvest month or the time of harvest. 

8. August 26, 2017 is Women’s Equality Day. 

 

Read more at: http://www.ducksters.com/history/augustinhistory.php 

 

http://www.ducksters.com/history/augustinhistory.php
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Guest Speaker Chris Leopold, LA state 

representative 

Club President Susan Miller with 

Speaker Chris Leopold, LA state rep-

resentative 

Club President Susan Miller with New Or-

leans Club members Carla Valaske and 

Carol Schiavone 

New Orleans Club Presi-

dent Carol Schiavone, 

winner of July 50/50 
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Club President Susan Miller and Scholarship Chairman Gaylen Guillory Present 2017 Scholarships 

Caitlin Billiot 

Ashley DiSalvo 
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Tiffany Landry 

Rebecca Roppolo 
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Club President Susan Miller, Scholarship Recipients Ashley DiSalvo, Rebecca Roppolo, Tif-

fany Landry, Caitlin Billiot, and Gaylen Guillory, Scholarship Committee Chairman 

Cora Bergeron (member), Roland Bergeron (IAN Guest), Jackie Cusimano (IAN Guest), Bon-

nie Wall (member), Butsie Duhon (IAN Guest), Sandy Duhon (IAN Guest), John DiSalvo (IAN 

Guest), Ashley DiSalvo (Scholarship Recipient), and Velma DiSalvo (IAN Guest) 
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Sigrid Vedros (member) with daughter Tiffanie 
Roppolo and scholarship recipient Rebecca Roppolo 

Vera Ledet (member) with scholarship recipient 

Tiffany Landry and guests Jan Landry, Dillon 

Landry, Lindsey Adams, Jeanette Pertuit, and 

Wayne Pertuit 

Susan Miller (member) with scholarship recipient 

Caitlin Billiot and guest Sheree Carrier  
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What’s Happening in Region III 
 
Baton Rouge 
New club member Ellen Crockett and 10-year member 

Kaye Benham received special recognition at the club’s 

July meeting.  
 

El Dorado 
Club member (and 2017 RD Assistant) Jana Hazel-
wood recently underwent emergency heart surgery 
due to blockage. She is reportedly doing very well and is great spirits. Please keep 
Jana in your thoughts and prayers.  
 

Lafayette 
Upcoming events:  
Membership Orientation: August 19th  
Field Trip: September 30th Galveston, Texas to 
visit an ENSCO drilling rig 
LAGCOE – October 24th – 26th at the Cajun-
dome; Desk & Derrick Booth  
 
Laurel  
The Laurel Club held a Celebration of Life, shar-
ing memories of Rhonda G. Jefcoat, who 
passed away on May 15.  
 

 
New Orleans 
Members, especially RD Elect Carol Schiavone, are working on the details for 2018 
Region III Meeting to be held in Metairie, LA at the Copeland Towers April 5-8, 
2018. 

 
Red River 
Members of the Red River  Desk and Derrick Club attended a field trip touring the 
Shreveport Waterworks Museum.  
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It’s More Than Just Rig Counts 
 
At the start of the recent downturn in global oil prices, experts both inside and out of the industry re-
lied on rig count data to be the grand indicator of how the industry was doing and when we might 
see signs of recovery from the tough financial times. 
 

When the rig count dropped, industry experts lowered the lights, pulled up a seat right next to B.B. 
King, and joined in the chorus of “The Thrill is Gone.” As the rig count now increases, the lights 
shine a little brighter, and in the distance, you can hear Journey’s 1980s anthem, “Don’t Stop Be-
lievin’” gradually grow louder as we prepare for potential recovery. 
 

The industry and investors would, and in many cases, still rely too heavily on rig count activity to be 
the leading indicator as to where the industry and the market is headed. What needs to be recog-
nized is that an increase in rig activity gives us promising data, but it doesn’t necessarily mean that 
there are gains in reserves bases or profits made for completing a well for service companies. 
It’s not to say that rig activity is somehow off-base or inaccurate, but looking solely to rig count activ-
ity gives you a limited view of what might or might not be happening. In order to the get full picture of 
our future, we need to look at a few different factors that are affecting oil and gas companies. The 
first is DUCS or drilled uncompleted wells. 
 

DUCS are wells, particularly in shale formations, that have been drilled by producers but have not 
yet been made ready for production. During the recent oil downturn, new drilling and completion ac-
tivity decreased and the number of DUCS increased. Right now there are 6,298 DUCS in the lower 
48 states. While that might sound like a bad thing, the abundance of uncompleted wells allows the 
U.S. the ability to not only respond quickly to increases in domestic oil prices, but to respond with 
force. 
 

The next item to look at when attempting to gauge the health of the oil and gas industry is the loca-
tion. For instance, North Dakota recently issued allowance of an additional year to defer the comple-
tion of uncompleted wells. In some cases, companies will drill to uphold their obligations to secure 
acreage.  However, some companies will not immediately complete the well in hopes that prices will 
rise and then they can move the well into production. 
 

Some formations are more profitable for the industry at different prices. Back when oil was near $90, 
the Bakken Formation, located in the North Dakota and Montana area, rig activity trailed that of the 
Permian and Eagleford Formation. The opposite was true when prices nose-dived. As a result, the 
reduction in drilling on the Bakken was more severe than that of both Permian and Eagleford forma-
tion. 
 

The oil and gas sector has made steady advances in the way of exploration and production. The 
technology we now use allows companies to perform more thorough work in producing hydrocar-
bons. According to the co-founder of drillinginfo.com, Mark Nibbelink, “Production flows are nearly 
double what they were in boom times, and we are now doing it with rig counts that are 40 percent 
below 2014 levels.” The oil and gas sector is resilient, and we will continue to advance our process 
and technology as we preserve energy security. As we prepare for the future of our industry, we 
must take into account all factors when preparing our next moves. 
 
Source: LOGA News 
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10 Things You Didn’t Know About Clean Cities 

Nearly 100 Clean Cities coalitions work to reduce petroleum use in communities across the country. 
Led by Clean Cities coordinators, coalitions are composed of businesses, fuel providers, vehicle 
fleets, state and local government agencies, and community organizations. These stakeholders 
come together to share information and resources, educate the public, help craft public policy, and 
collaborate on projects that reduce petroleum use.  
 
10. For 20 years, the Energy Department’s Clean Cities program has supported local actions to re-
duce oil consumption in transportation. But ever wonder how the program got its start? Clean Cities 
was created in response to the Energy Policy Act of 1992 to provide resources for required and vol-
untary adopters of alternative fuel vehicles. 
 
9. Since the program started, local Clean Cities coalitions have grown from six in 1993 to nearly 100 
today, representing almost 75 percent of the U.S. population. These coalitions -- which are made up 
of private companies, fuel suppliers, local governments, vehicle manufacturers and community or-
ganizations -- work to advance alternative fuel use by educating drivers and fleet owners, overcom-
ing technical hurdles and collaborating on transportation projects. 
 
8. Our National Parks are reducing air pollution and lowering their fuel costs as part of the Clean Cit-
ies National Parks Initiative. Check out a map of the National Parks Initiative partners to learn how 
they are using alternative fuels, incorporating advanced vehicle technologies into their fleets and 
educating park visitors about sustainable driving habits. 
 
7. Clean Cities coalitions have helped deploy nearly 550,000 alternative fuel vehicles on the road 
today and in 2012 alone saved almost 400 million gallons of oil. More than 55 percent of this savings 
came from vehicles that run on natural gas. 
 
6. In order to meet the fueling needs of these vehicles, Clean Cities helps develop fueling infrastruc-
ture across the country. The program installed nearly 1,500 charging and alternative fueling stations 
as part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. 
 
5. Through the National Clean Fleets Partnership, Clean Cities works with large companies to inte-
grate alternative fuels and fuel economy improvements in their fleets. Since President Obama an-
nounced the initiative in 2011, more than 20 partners, including FedEx and UPS, have joined the 
National Clean Fleets Partnership. These partners represent some of the nation’s largest commer-
cial fleets and collectively operate more than 1 million vehicles. 
 
4. Clean Cities has funded more than 500 transportation projects nationwide that leveraged more 
than $740 million in funds from other organizations in the public and private sectors. 
 
3. In 2012 alone, Clean Cities activities -- which include idle-reduction measures and fuel econ-
omy improvements -- helped prevent nearly 7 million tons of greenhouse gas emissions. That’s like 
taking nearly 2 million cars off the road for an entire year.  

Joules of wisdom (source: energy.gov) 
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2. Clean Cities has saved nearly 5.4 billion gallons of petroleum since 1993. In the past six years, 
Valley of the Sun Clean Cities coalition in Phoenix, Twin Cities Clean Cities in Minnesota and South-
ern California Clean Cities have displaced a total of about 135 million gallons of gasoline each. 
 
1. Did you know: There are nearly 11,900 public plug-in electric vehicle and alternative fueling sta-
tions across the U.S. Whether you are looking for hydrogen, biodiesel, natural gas or electric charg-
ing stations, the Alternative Fuels Data Center -- the clearinghouse for Clean Cities’ alternative fuel 
and vehicle information -- maps out the different fueling locations available across the country. 

General Stats for SE Louisiana 

 Designated: March 26, 2008 

 Population: 1,344,637 

 Area: 5,050 sq. mi. 

 Boundary: Parishes: Jefferson, Or-

leans (includes the City of New Or-

leans), Plaquemines, St. Bernard, St. 

Charles, St. John the Baptist, St. Tam-

many, Tangipahoa 



Desk and Derrick Club of the 

Westbank 

P.O. Box 2875 

 Gretna, LA 70054-2875  

ADDC Mission 

Our mission is to enhance and foster a positive image to the global community by 

promoting the contribution of the petroleum, energy, and allied industries through 

education by using all resources available.  

GREATER KNOWLEDGE—GREATER SERVICE 

Visit us on the WEB. 

www.westbankdandd.org 

www.addc.org 

Westbank Oil Patch is published by the Desk and Derrick Club of the Westbank to 
provide information to its members regarding the ADDC (at all levels—Association, 
Region, and Club) and energy and allied industries . 
 
Byline and credited articles represent the views of the authors and editor. Publication 
neither implies approval of the opinions nor accuracy of facts stated.  
 
Editor: Judi Adams (dandd.judi@gmail.com) 

ADDC Convention—
September 19-24 
San Antonio TX 
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